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UEEN | Elizabeth 

Il: and her con- 
sort, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, sit in the 
royal pew (right) in 
historic St. Giles Ca- 
thedral during a spe- 
cial national service 
and thanksgiving in 
which the people of 
Scotland dedicated 
themselves to their 
Queen and country. 
Moderator James Pitt 
Watson of the 
Church of Scotland 
led the ceremony.— 


RNS Photo. 
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THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last week) 


Virginia Hicks 

Mrs. Frank M. Hicks 
San Antonio, Texas 

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley 

G. Morgan 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. & Mrs. C. W 
, Sullivan 

Doris Sullivan 
Decatur, Ga. 

Robt. C. Bradford, Jr. 
Winchester, Va. 

D. Andrew Howey 
Brighton, Mich. 

Robt. J. McMullen, Jr. 
Slab Fork, W. Va. 

Roy W. Southard 
Springfield, Mo. 

Robt. P. Adams, Jr. 
Louisville, Ky. 

M. L. Gayoso 
San Antonio, Texas 

J. Elroy Weikel 
Beaumont, Texas 

Henry C. Niles 
Fulton, Mo. 

John Knox Bowling 
Dallas, Texas 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State 


Robt. S. Hampel 
Aurora, Ore. 
Mary C. Smith 
Mrs. Lewis R. Smith 
Johnson City, Tenn: 
Mrs. C. B. Winchester 
Mrs. Dan G. Halford 
Mrs. G. E. Conning 
Sarah C. Simons 
William James 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph 
E. James 
Mr. & Mrs. L. S. 
Royce 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Jos. W. Lytle 
Louisville, Ky. 
E. O. Harrell 
Denton, Texas 
Oliver Carmichael 
Richmond, Ky. 
Cc. E. Mount 
Cape Girardeau, 
Mo. 
Raymond P. Sharp 
Summersville, 
W. Va. 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! 


summarizing the 


recent editorial 


series, with more than 140 signatures, will be 
sent free of charge for a stamped, self-ad- 


dressed envelope. 


Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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For length of days, 
and long life, 
and peace shall 

they add to thee 

Proverbs 3:2 


SCHREINE 
Presbyterian Military College 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 

Kerrville, Texas 











ASSEMBLY FOLLOW-UP 


MISSIONS-EVANGELISM OPPORTUNITY CITED 





Total Resources Needed 


“AMERICA for Christ, the opportu- 
nity of our Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches” might be a caption for the 
action of the General Assembly at Mon- 
treat. Our Board of Church Extension 
was instructed “to invite the cooperation 
of the similar boards and committees in 
our sister Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches in the United States to the fol- 
lowing end, that a comprehensive study 
be made county by county looking to the 
establishment of congregations where they 
are most needed... .’ The summary 
of these opportunities with suggestions 
as to ways and means of meeting them is 
to be presented to the several Assemblies 
as soon as possible. 


Tulsa and Topeka? 


Our church has a primary responsibil- 
ity for the unchurched in’ Dixie. The 


opportunities here are staggering in size” 


and urgency. But what of Tulsa and 
Topeka, what of Puerto Rico and Alaska? 
(1) We may throw up our hands and 
say, “We can't...” or (2) we may make 
a tremendous and serious effort to mul- 
tiply our witness all over the nation as 
the Southern Baptists are doing—even in 
Alaska—or (3) we may analyze the total 
needs and pool our resources and enter 
a coordinated program of missions and 
evangelism with our Presbyterian and Re- 
formed brethren, working and praying 
for results commensurate with the Pente- 
costal power of God's spirit. 


It would be difficult to find an era in 
the history of our nation during which 
the Presbyterian Church grew more rapid- 
ly than from 1801-1837. This was a 
period of united mission work. The 
membership was multiplied by six. The 
vigor of the witness must be attributed to 
the blessing of God's Spirit and the devo- 
tion of the church, but it cannot be 
wholly understood sat from the unity 
of purpose and coordination of effort. 


Let us offer ourselves now and claim 
the power of God’s Spirit for an even 
more sustained and faithful crusade. 


For Each Presbytery 


What will this mean to each presby- 
tery in our church? 


(1) Every presbytery ought to study 
its territory, and in every area consult 
with other Presbyterian and Reformed 
bodies at work to analyze the opportuni- 
ties in that area and devise a church build- 
ing program, agreeing on the division of 
responsibilities for a particular time, to 
avoid overlapping work. Each presbytery 
or other group should devise ways and 
medns and provide leadership and adopt 
a rough schedule of achievement. 


(2) The Board of Church Extension, 
cooperating with the corresponding agen- 
cies of other Presbyterian and Reformed 
groups, should, without neglecting our 
own primary responsibility, pool resources 
of personnel and ideas, coordinating, in 
sO bt as it is helpful, the information and 
efforts for an unprecedented nation-wide 
home mission crusade claiming America 
for Christ. 


One new congregation a week has been 
established on the average by the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., for the last six 
years. How long will it be before every 
presbytery can report the establishment of 
at least one new church every yeat? How 
long will it be before we can cease to 
report more non-Christian people than 
ever in this nation and begin to close 
that gap and enter a progressively more 
urgent campaign to possess America for 
Christ! 

THOMAS W. CURRIE 
Dallas, Texas 


© NOTE—One of the originators 
of the Dallas overture approved by 
the Assembly, Dr. Currie was asked 
to write this article to describe some 
of the possibilities which this step 
may offer. 








WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, ‘Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
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@ EDUCATORS DRAW UP CHURCHWIDE PLAN | 


To Strengthen Colleges 


A broad plan to strengthen the church’s 
colleges was approved by the General 
Assembly's, Advisory Council on Chris- 
tian Education at its recent meeting 
at Montreat, N. C. This plan was one 
of the chief items of business reported at 
the annual session of the Presbyterian 
Educational Association of the South. 

. Calling for “a unified strategy” for 
Presbyterian educational institutions, the 
program insists upon its beginning at the 
synod level, with decisions made “‘at the 
earliest possible time’’ in regard to: num- 
ber of colleges within a synod, location 
with regard to the future, kinds of edu- 
cational programs and diversification, co- 
education, relation to colleges of other 
churches. 

Each college is urged to complete a 
self-study plan, already recommended, 
leading to adequate public relations pro- 
grams, adequate college plant, church 
support, increa,ing endowments, an or- 
ganized bequest program. 

Plans are suggested for the formation 
of a church-wide foundation for higher 
education. It is also planned that a de- 
partment of college finance and public 
relations be added to the higher education 
division, whose secretary would also serve 
the foundation. Detailed plans for more 
adequate financial support and an im- 
proved public relations program are of- 
fered the colleges. 


Professors Are Interested 

One of the groups in the Presbyterian 
Educational Association of the South 
(PEAS) is the one for college and uni- 
versity professors. Plans are being made 
for next year’s meeting for this group 
along with professors of Bible, and with 
the possibility of a large conference for 
college professors generally, emphasizing 
the basic tenets of Christian faith and a 
proper understanding. and use of the 
Bible. 

Synod chairmen of student work are 
asking consideration of “‘a large annual 
inspirational conference for college and 
university young people’’ at Montreat. 

Seminary leaders this year studied the 
offerings in the field of world missions. 
Next year they concentrate on the teach- 
ing of doctrinal theology. 


The professors’ section look favorably 
on the possibility of a publication “‘of in- 
terest and help to Christian professors.” 


Texas A&M President 
David Morgan, 
the College Station Presbyterian 
Church and a member of the fac- 
ulty of Texas A&M College, has 
been named president of the col- 
lege, to succeed M. T. Harrington, 
who. ‘becomes chancellor next 

Sept. 1. 

Next year’s PEAS meeting wiil be radi- 
cally changed. The college administra- 
tors section will meet at Denison Univet- 
sity, Ohio, in a nationwide meeting spon- 
sored by the National Council of 
Churches, June 20-24. Denominational 
groups are asked to forego separate meet- 
ings in 1954 so as to make the Denison 
meeting possible. It is expected that in 
addition to college presidents, trustees, 
professors and other groups will also be 
represented. 


Student Workers to Midwest 

In addition, the student workers, who 
were hosts to Presbyterian, USA, student 
workers in 1951, will trek to the Midwest 
to join with them for their triennial 
meeting. 

Speakers at the recent Montreat meet- 
ing included O. C. Carmichael, president- 
elect of the University of Alabama, As- 
sembly’s Moderator Frank W. Price, 
United Presbyterian Professor T. M. Tay- 
lor, Donald Shriver, Robert Orr and 
leaders of the various sections. 

Officers for the new year were elected 
as follows: Wallace M. Alston, Agnes 
Scott College, president, PEAS; John H. 
Leith, Auburn, Ala., pastor, vice-presi- 
dent; Hynter B. Blakely, higher educa- 
tion executive, secretary-treasurer; W. A. 
Benfield, Jr., Louisville pastor, chairman, 
Advisory Council ; Francis Pickens Miller, 
Charlottesville, Va., vice-chairman. 

Chairmen of the sections are: Semi- 
naries, J. McDowell Richards, Columbia; 
Campus Christian Life, Jan W. Owen, 
Lexington, Va.; Bible professors, Lewis 
B. Schenck, Davidson College; College 
professors, Rene de Visme Williamson, 
University of Tennessee; College admin- 
istrators, Paul McCain, Arkansas College. 


an elder in. 


$50,000 Beyond Goal, 
But Campaign 
Continues 


Won the $2,000,000 campaign for 
Negro work more than $50,000 past its 
goal, questions are being asked about the 
ultimate prospects of this effort. 


Present figures show that 2,304 
churches out of a total of 3,700 have par- 
ticipated to some extent. Of the 1,400, 
some have declined but most of these 
have simply made no response. Practi- 
cally no church with a large goal is num- 
bered in the 1,400. 


A number of churches have over-sub- 
scribed their goals by several hundred per 
cent. No synod has yet passed its goal 
but five presbyteries have: 


Tuscaloosa 
Cherokee _ 
Indian 

Central .Alabama 
Knoxville 


Although some churches are putting 
the amount asked in their budgets, these . 
sums and all contributed amounts are be- 
ing handled as “new” money, or over- 
and-above the budget. 


Final efforts in the campaign will con- 
centrate on (1) churches that have done 
nothing, (2) those that have postponed 
action, and (3) those that have reached 
part of their goal but have taken no action 
to subscribe the remainder. 


The director, Richard R. Potter, says 
any idea of quitting now is out of the 
question. ‘‘Nothing,” he ‘says, “could be 
more tragic or fatal. We must follow 
through to be sure that the full harvest 
of the campaign - appeal is gathered. 
Moreover, no church should desire nor 
be: permitted to rest on another church's 
laurels. Each church must do its full 
share before the victory is complete. This 
is required by fair play. It is proper and 
right,” 


Prospects now, says Mr. Potter, are 
still good. ‘Our church has its greatest 
opportunity to undergird our Negro work 


- program financially in a big way. The 


field has been cultivated and our people 
are ready and willing to give liberally to 
this great cause. All of us should ‘strike 
while the iron is hot.” 











@ A decisive statement before the 1953 General Assembly 


The Bible, Our Church and 
Divorce and Remarriage 


Ture things should be made clear at 
the outset” First, the Council on Chris- 
tion Relations, which prepared the report 
.on divorce and remarriage (OUTLOOK, 
May 11), did not seek the assignment. 
It was instructed to bring in a report on 
this subject by the General Assembly of 
1945 and subsequent years. Second, the 
Council did not bring in recommendations 
for the revision of our Confession of 
Faith until the General Assembly defi- 
nitely instructed it to do so—on the basis 
of principles and on a Scriptural founda- 
tion set forth in a booklet distributed in 
advance of the Assembly's meeting. 
Third, the Council has sought at every 
stage to keep the Assembly and the 
church as a whole informed of what it 
was doing and to seek its advice. It has 
drawn up its reports well in advance and 
distributed them widely through the 
church. 


At our request the General Assembly 
of 1952 sent the proposed revision down 
for a year of study, asking presbyteries 
and individuals to make known their 
suggestions for changes to the Council. 


Because we have moved slowly, on prin- 
ciple, taking the church into our confi- 
dence at every stage of the procedure, I 
do not oppose the substitute motion to 
recommit. If the Assembly feels that 
there should be further study of the pro- 
posal we shall be happy for you to sub- 
mit it to an entirely new committee, or 
to return it to us for additional study. 
I feel, however, in fairness to the Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations, which is com- 
posed of a number of well-known min- 
isters in Our church and some of the finest 
Christian laymen in the various walks of 
life that it has been my privilege to know, 
that you should know some of the convic- 
tions under which we have labored. 


Grounded in Scripture 


The Council believes that its recom- 
mendations for the revision of our Con- 
fession of Faith are grounded in Scrip- 
ture, that our present Standards regard- 
ing divorce af remarriage on the other 
hand, were written for another day and 
are based of a legalistic interpretation of 
Scripture which we can no longer accept 
as valid. ' 


* Dr. Thompson was called upon to repre- 
sent the Assembly's Council on Christian Re- 
lations to give the Biblical and theological 
basis for the Council's recommended amend- 
ments on the subject of divorce and remarriage. 
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By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON * 


According to our present Stand- 
ards, divorce is allowed on two 
grounds only—adultery and irre- 
mediable desertion, and remarriage 
is permitted only to the innocent 
party in these two cases. 


This provision in our Standards is 
based primarily on three verses of Scrip- 
ture quoted as proof-texts by our Con- 
fession of Faith. The first of these texts 
is Matt. 5:31-32: “I say unto you that 
everyone who divorces his wife, except 
on the ground of unchastity, makes her 
an adulteress, and whoever marries a 
divorced’ woman commits adultery” 
(RSV). The second text, Matthew 19:9, 
is similar, and the third, I Cor. 7:15 reads 
as follows: “If the unbelieving partner 
desires to separate, let it be so. In such 
a case a brother or sister is not bound, for 


God has called us to peace’’ (RSV). 


Our Standards interpret these three 
verses literally as setting forth a binding 
law to which there can be no exceptions. 
But this legalistic interpretation does not 
accord with our interpretation of Jesus’ 
teachings on other subjects and of the 
New Testament as a whole. We do not 
interpret Jesus’ teachings as an absolute 
binding rule to which there can be no 
exception in any other matter, so far as 
I know, except in regard to divorce and 
remarriage. Jesus said, for example, “If 
any one strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other also, and 1f anyone 
would sue you and take your coat, let him 
have your cloak as well’ (Matt. 5:39-40 
RSV). There are some who take these 
injunctions to be binding rules, applicable 
under all circumstances, but not many 
Southern Presbyterians do. Jesus said 
again that we should not take an oath, 
that anything beyond a simple ‘Yes’ or 
“No” comes from evil (Matt. 5:37), 
and yet our Confession actually says that 
if a man takes Jesus’ words literally and 
refuses to take an oath “imposed by law- 
ful authority” it is a sin.. Many other 
examples could be added. 


Jesus Set Forth Principles 


We recognize in all other cases except 
that of marriage and divorce that Jesus 
set forth general principles to determine 
our conduct rather than binding rules, 
admitting of no exception. As the Mas- 
ter Teacher, Jesus seems indeed to have 


set forth principles in such an extreme 
way that his disciples could not possibly 
take them as binding rules, but would be 
forced to seek tor the underlying principle 
which, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, they would be expected to apply 
to the problems of their own day. 

Jesus, himself, did not interpret the 
Scriptures legalistically. One of the most 
important commandments is the Fourth 
which says very clearly that we are to do 
no labor on the Sabbath. This was in- 
terpreted legalistically by the Pharisees, 
even when it conflicted with fundamental 
human needs. Jesus opposed this inter- 
pretation and taught that the Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 
This same principle would apply to other 
matters as well. 


Mark: No Divorce 


The legalistic interpretation of the 
Scriptures on which our present Standards 
regarding marriage and divorce are based 
is forbidden by Scripture itself. One 
passage in the Gospels which is not cited 
as a proof-text by our confession of faith 
is Mark 10:11, where Jesus says, “Who- 
ever divorces his wife and marries an- 
other commits adultery against hér.”” New 
Testament scholars generally agree that 
Mark's Gospel is the earliest of the four 
and that these are the earliest words we 
have from Jesus on the subject. Taken 
literally, legalistically, they permit no 
divorce, under any circumstances. The 
prohibition is absolute: “Whoever di- 
vorces his wife and marries another com- 
mits adultery against her.” We pass to 
the second verse, which is one of our 
three proof-texts: “I say unto you that 
everyone that divorces his wife except on 
the ground of unchastity makes her an 
adulteress."" We cannot interpret both 
these texts literally, because they contra- 
dict one another. One says, no divorce 
on any ground; the other says, divorce 
on the ground only of unchastity. Many 
New Testament scholars conclude that 
Mark, the earliest of the four Gospels, 
presents the actual teaching of Jesus, and 
that Matthew presents Jesus’ teaching as 
modified by the later church. 


But suppose we take one or the other, 
either of them, as the binding law of the 
church. What, then, are we to do with 
Paul? He was required to advise the 
Corinthians regarding a Christian hus- 
band married to a pagan wife who was 
unwilling to live with him. What did 
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Paul do under these circumstances? Did 
he go back to Jesus’ words in Matthew 
or Mark, taking one or the other as a 
binding law which settled the whole mat- 
ter? Not at all. Paul did not say, “Now 
I am adding something to what Jesus 
said, or in this I am going beyond Jesus,” 
or “I am now giving a law on the sub- 
ject which will end all-further laws.” He 
just met the situation before him and 
wrote, “If the unbelieving partner desires 
to separate, let it be so; in such a case 
(note carefully, not “in this case,” but 
“in such a case,” indicating that other 
similar cases might arise) the brother or 
sister is not bound.’ Paul here contra- 
dicts the earlier statement of Jesus in 
Mark; he contradicts the.later statement 
that we have in Matthew; and all three 
statements contradict one another unless 
we recognize that neither Jesus nor Paul 
believed in binding a Christian with a 
set of unvarying rules to regulate the 
Christian life in every conceivable cir- 
cumstance. 


The attempt of our church to 
interpret these verses legalistically 
breaks down again when we per- 
mit the remarriage of the innocent 
party in cases of unchastity and 
irremediable desertion. There is 
not a word permitting remarriage 
in either of these cases. 


Take another look at I Cor. 7:15: “If 
the unbelieving partner desires to separate 
let it be so.” Our Standards interpret 
this to mean “such willful desertion as 
can no way be.remedied by the church 
or civil magistrate.’” But that is not what 
Paul says. If he is actually legislating for 
the church, modifying the earlier teach- 
ing of Jesus, as our Standards assume, 
then a believing husband or wife is not 
bound—and could remarry—if the un- 
believing partner desires to separate for 
any cause. The Scriptures themselves, it 
becomes plain, do not allow the legal- 
istic interpretation now found in our 
Standards. 


Legalism Is Unreasonable 
The legalism of our Standards is un- 


reasonable. The Confession of Faith al- 
lows divorce to the innocent party in a 


case of unchastity. Here is a young army: 


man serving overseas, who sins once and 
is duly repentant. According to our pres- 
ent constitution his wife would be per- 
mitted to divorce him, despite his peni- 
tence, and she and she alone would be 
permitted to remarry with the blessing 
of the church. On the other hand here 
is a woman who suffers physical violence 
at the hands of her husband week after 
week, year after year. According to our 
Standards she could not divorce him, even 
if her life and the lives of her children 
were endangered, and if she did so, he 
and he alone as the “innocent” party in 
a. case of irremediable desertion would 
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be allowed the right to remarry with the 
blessing of the church. This legalistic 
interpretation, any legalistic interpretation 
of Scripture, is unreasonable and involves 
the church and its ministers in the kind 
of absurdities from which a sounder Chris- 
tian ethic is happily free. This attempt 
to build our practice on proof-texts and 
to exact a."“Thus saith the Lord”’ for every 
particular case is impossible and contrary 
to the principle of Christian liberty so 
forcibly argued by Paul in his letter to 
the Galatians. 


It Is Impracticable 

The legalism of our Standards is also 
impracticable. How is a minister going 
to discover who is the ‘innocent’ party 
in cases of unchastity and desertion? The 
facts cannot be discovered from any legal 
records, or established by any legally 
summoned witnesses, and certainly not 
by the testimony of the parties themselves. 


The truth is that the minister 
can never be sure that he is mar- 
rying the innocent party, or even 
that there is an “innocent” party. 


For these and other reasons the Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations believes that 
the legalistic provisions of our Confession 
of Faith regarding marriage and divorce 
are not only unscriptural but also un- 
reasonable and impracticable. It believes 
on the other hand that its proposed re- 
vision of the Confession of Faith is in 
accordance with Scripture properly under- 
stood and applied, and is therefore both 
reasonable and practicable. 


Marriage for a Lifetime 

The proposed revision upholds the 
basic principle of Scripture that marriage 
is designed by God to last for the life- 
time of the two parties involved. As its 
first section declares, ‘Marriage is a union 
between one man and one woman, de- 
signed of God to last so long as they both 
shall live.” There is no lowering of the 
Standards here. In some ways, indeed, 
the revision upholds the sanctity of the 
marriage vows more clearly than our 
present Standards. According to our 
present law, a wife may divorce her hus- 
band for a single lapse with a good con- 
science, however repentant he may be. 
If the proposed revision is accepted that 
will no longer be the case. ‘The weak- 
ness of one or both partners in marriage” 
it reads, “may lead to such gross and per- 
sistent .unfaithfulness, physical or spir- 
itual, that marriage dies at the heart and 
to one or both partners the union becomes 
intolerable; yet only in cases of extreme, 
repeated or unrepented-of infidelity 
should separation or divorce be regarded 
as unavoidable.” 

The proposed revision is Scriptural be- 
cause it makes forgiveness real, because 
it permits the church to follow the Pau- 
line injunction and “restore . . . a man 
overtaken in any trespass . . . in a spirit 


of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1), because it al- 
lows a man who has failed once to try 
again, because it seeks to throw all the 
resources of the church about his attempt 
to build a Christian home. At times, of 
course, the church fails in this endeavor, 
but in every church of any considerable 
size there are beautiful Christian homes 
where the church's confidence has not 
been misplaced. 


What a Man May Become 

It is sometimes argued that if a man 
sins his body will bear the consequences 
of his sin even though he seeks and finds 
the divine forgiveness. So, they say, it 
should be with divorce. Forgiveness— 
yes, but the church dare not relax the 
divine penalty. 

It is true that a man who has sinned - 
will bear the consequences of his sin in 
his body, however repentant he may be, 
but that fact does not prevent a doctor 
from doing what he can to repair the 
ravages which sin has wrought. So it is, 
or should be, in the case of divorce and 
remarriage. No man and woman can 
marry in hope, and fail in that endeavor, 
without receiving scars which will follow 
them both through life, but the church, 
if it is truly representative of its Master, 
will be willing to forgive, and to restore 
those who fall, to aid their further at- 
tempts to build a Christian home, and to 
give them all possible support in this en- 
deavor. It will allow God to take care 
of the inevitable consequences that ensue 
from the previous failure. The church 
itself is concerned primarily, not with 
what man has done in the past, but with 
what may become in the future with the 
help of Jesus Christ, in and through the 
church, which is his body. Note care- 
fully that section VI of the proposed re- 
vision reads: ‘“The remarriage of divorced 
persons may be sanctioned by the church 
in keeping. with the redemptive gospel 
of Christ, when sufficient penitence for. 
sin and failure is evident, and a firm :pur- \. 
pose of and endeavor after Christian 
marriage is manifest.” 


Growing Christian Insight 


The Council on Christian Relations be- 
lieves that its recommendations are in ac- 
cordance with the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. They are also in accord with the 
experience and growing Christian insight 
of other denominations which, like our 
own, have become greatly concerned 
about the whole matter of marriage, di- 
vorce and remarriage. The Presbyterian 
Church, USA, for example has during 
this last year revised its Confession on 
parellel lines. The wording of its 
amendment is different, but the principle 
is the same. Incidentally this principle 
was enunciated by our own Council and 
apparently accepted by our General As- 
sembly before the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, had acted. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church has 


5 








considered this problem for many years. 
No church has taken a stronger stand for 
the sanctity of the marriage vows. It has 
been more difficult also for this church 
to change its position than most others 
because a large portion of its membership 
holds that marriage is a sacrament. The 
Protestant Episcopal Church has recently 
changed its a alter law, however, 
to permit its priests to marry divorced 
couples if the bishop gives his consent. 
They.have put into their church law— 
in terms of their own Episcopal system— 
the same general principle accepted by 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, and pro- 
posed now for our own church. 

The proposed revision of our church 
Standards regarding divorce and remar- 
riage accords with Scripture and with the 
growing spiritual insight of our sister 
denominations; it accords also with the 
growing spiritual insight, the sensitized 
conscience, and the habitual practice, of a 
very large proportion—I am convinced, 
the majority—of our ministers. 

Some of our ministers conscientiously 
attempt to observe the provisions of our 
Constitution and remarry only the inno- 
cent party in cases of adultery or irre- 
mediable desertion. But these, I am led 
to believe, are comparatively few in num- 
bers, and these few, despite their best 
efforts, cannot really abide by our present 
church law. They cannot possibly know 
who is and who is not the innocent party, 
no matter how hard they try. 


Other ministers, realizing the difficulty, 
the impossibility indeed, of carrying out 
the legalistic provisions of our present 
Standards, say, “I will wash my hands of 
the whole thing, I will not marry any di- 
vorced persons.” 

But such ministers cast the burden of 
decision, their own burden, on others, 
and refuse to give spiritual help, the min- 
istrations of the church, to those who, ac- 





cording to our church law, have a right 
to expect it. 

Some of these ministers who refuse to 
marry divorced persons under any Cir- 
cumstances actually go to the phone and 
request a brother-minister to do that 
which they themselves will not do; and 
then a week or two lfater receive the di- 
vorced and remarried couple into the 
membership of their. own church —a 
couple who, their course of action suggests 
and our Confession of Faith clearly 
teaches, are now living in adultery. 


Most Follow What Is Proposed 
Some ministers try without success to 
abide by our present church law; some 
inconsistently refuse to marry any di- 
vorced persons, but have no scruple 
against receiving them into their churches ; 
the great majority of our ministers, so far 
as my Own acquaintance will allow me to 
judge—and among this majority are some 
of our best known and most highly re- 
spected pastors—do:actually proceed along 
the lines authorized by our proposed re- 
vision: Most of our ministers, so far as 
I discover, remarry divorced couples, if 
they have reason to believe that there is 
penitence for past failures and a firm 
purpose of and endeavor after a truly 
Christian marriage. They marry such 
couples, receive them into their churches, 
give them all possible encouragement and 
aid in their efforts to establish a.Chris- 
tian home and to raise their children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
I do not believe that the ministers who 
marry such couples are disloyal to Christ ; 
I think it is the spirit of Christ that 
prompts them to act as they do. God 
helping them, they can do no other. I 
do not believe that these ministers disre- 
gard the Scriptures nor that their con- 
science misleads them. I think that their 
pastor's heart, their Christian experience, 
their sympathetic understanding of human 


nature, the Holy Spirit within has led 
them to a true understanding of the Scrip- 
ture and into a deeper appreciation of the 
mind of Christ as it is revealed to us in 
Scripture. 


One Minister's Experience 

I know a minister whose brother con- 
tracted an unfortunate marriage which 
ended in divorce. Some years later this 
man became engaged to a fine Christian 
girl and asked his minister-brother to per- 
form the marriage ceremony. The minister 
declined the invitation because the law of 
the church and his own conscience for- 
bade him. His brother was very much 
hurt. “I have tried to understand your 
position,” he wrote, “but I am happy to 
know that I, a layman, believe in a Savior 
who is more merciful, compassionate and 
forgiving than my brother, who is a min- 
ister in his church.” 

Years have passed since that time, and 
the second marriage has proved to be a 
successful one. But the minister has 
never been able to forget the hurt he 
caused his brother or the words that he 
wrote. 


The pain is deeper because he 
has come to believe that his brother 
was right. 


The changes poe in the Confes- 
sion of Faith regarding marriage and di- 
vorce and remarriage do not lower our 
Standards to meet the practice of our 
church; they raise our Standards to the 
level of our understanding of the mind 
of Christ, who said, ‘I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly” 
(John 10:10). 

Laboring under this conviction, the 
Council on Christian Relations has sought 
to carry out the instructions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and offers now its pro- 
posed revision of Chapter 26 of the Con- 
fession of Faith. 


@ Fraternal greetings by Stated Clerk of the USA General Assembly pointed to . . . 


A Better Presbyterian Church 


Yestervay I had the privilege of 
reading a letter of grecting from the 
USA Assembly (which met in Minne- 
apolis last week) to your Assembly. 

It is in the warm spirit of that greeting 
that I speak to you today. 

I confess, however, to a degree of hesi- 
tation in speaking to you just now when 
you have a discussion pending concerning 
the union of our churches with the United 
Presbyterian Church. 


To be honest and frank, I admit I -hope 
your Assembly will pass the resolutions 
as negotiated by the three committees (as 
our Assembly did a week ago Friday). 

Nevertheless I am concerned that none 
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of you (whether proponent or opponent 
of union) should think that I am here to 
exert any improper influence on this, the 
highest judicatory of a church which I 
honor and of which I am not a member. 

As a Christian and a Presbyterian I do 
not like ever to use the word “chance” 
instead of providence — yet, humanly 
speaking, it would appear to be no more 
than chance that I am here addressing you 
as a visitor from the North rather than 
sitting with you and listening as one of 
your own number. For my mother was 
born but a few years after the War Be- 
tween the States and the consequent tragic 


separation of our churches. From the 
upper story of the little frame house in 
southern Ohio where she was born you 
can see the waters of the river flowing 
towards the Gulf and even the southern 
bank of the river is very near. 

Some early memories of my own youth 
are the stories that she told (from her 
childhood memories) of the tragedy and 
heart-searching of families divided by 
that convulsion that split the nation— 
families with one son off to don the Blue 
and the other the Gray uniform of the 
soldiers who followed Jackson and Lee. 


School Days in St. Louis 


My father too was born in the border, 
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state of Missouri in a country village just 
outside St. Louis, and in that city, still 
neither Northern or Southern, was I 
born. St. Louis is far enough north to 
expect about one good snow each winter. 
I well remember on such snowy morn- 
ings in the boys’ yard of the public 
school, the cry would go up, “Here's 
North,"” to be echoed by other small boys, 
“Here's South,”’ and at once a snowball 
battle would be engaged. The battle 
would be hard fought until the nine 
o'clock bell summoned us all obediently 
to class, marching two-by-two. in formal 
lines (this was before the disorderly days 
of progressive education), ex-Yank and 
ex-Rebel marching mates and friends 
again. 

As.a matter of fact, the exhilaration of 
the snowball fight and our incipient sense 
of justice and fair play led many of us, 
from time to time, who arrived after the 
battle had been joined, to fight on which- 
cver side had the smaller forces without 
regard to which cause. our grandparents 
had espoused in the grimmer battles of 
a half-century before. 

Many a Rebel yell has risen from my 
own throat as we pressed the ‘“Yankecs”’ 
back in the corner of the schoolyard. 

With these border memories of my 
earliest youth (but with Yankee forbears 
which you would not wish me to conceal 
from you) I have never been able but to 
see with sympathy, the two sides in the 
deep differences that nearly split the na- 
tion and have even until now caused our 
churches to be divided 90 years after the 
nation began again to walk the road of 
mutual repentence, forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation. 

And whether it turn out to be the sov- 
ercign will of God that our churches 
should now decide to -reunite as a result 
of the Plan of Union we consider this 
year, I continue to pray that the spirit of 
our churches shall be as Christian as the 
spirit which caused the inscription to be 
written on the single monument to the 
dead on the battlefield of Chickamauga 
which reads, as you remember: 


“As we are united in life, and they united 
in death, let one monument perpetuate their 
deeds, and one people, forgetful of all as- 
perities, forever hold in grateful remem- 
brance all the glories of that terrible conflict 
which made all men free and retained every 
star on the nation’s flag.” 


Two-Way Protection 


So much for the spirit in which I come 
and speak. Now as I approach the ec- 
clesiastical problem with which you are 
confronted, let us not pretend there is 
not a sincere, vocal, a violent opposi- 
tion to amy reunion of our churches. 
Though this opposition may be a minor- 
ity, as I believe it is, as Presbyterians we 
all need remember that our form of church 
government is designed under the King- 
ship of Jesus Christ and the authority of 


JULY 13, 1953 


the Scriptures, interpreted by the Spirit, 
to do two things: (1) to protect the mi- 
nority from the unrestricted will of the 


“majority; and (2) equally to protect the 


majority from the tyranny of an irrecon- 
cilable minority. 

The method of this protection is care- 
ful, constitutional procedure. Certainly 
the right of any minority to protection of 
the liberty of speech and conscience is in- 
cumbent on us all. But there is no right 
to veto prayerful, considered constitu- 
tional action, nor will our constitutional 
processes work, if threats of schism are 
used in place of argument or if there is 
not sincere effort upon the part of all to 
find the truth and act upon it. 


Attacks on USA Church 


I confess to an emotional response akin 
to anger when I read violent charges 
against the church into which I was born 
—the church which I love and serve. 
Such attacks are not easy to take when 
our brothers in the. excess of their (as I 
believe) mistaken zeal use arguments 
against union based upon clear distor- 
tions of the truth about the USA church 
—the sources of most of which are in the 
fertile mind of a mistaken, deposed min- 
ister who I remind you, see a your 
church with mine as apostate, heretical, 
and communist-infiltrated. 

But, as I said to some of you in your 
Synod of Virginia last fall, I do not pro- 
pose to try to defend my church which I 
know to be truly Christian and truly 
Presbyterian, against unfair and untrue 
criticisms. If these must be answered, 
let the answers be sought and made public 
by lovers of truth and fairness in the 
U. S. Church. 

The good Lord knows well that the 
USA church is far from perfect. One 
way to help us all come nearer to that 
perfection Christ desires is that we may 
learn from one another to our mutual 
enrichment. 


Every statistic that reveals any 
comparative weakness of our 
church to yours is more a challenge 
to your missionary zeal to help us 
than it is an argument against re- 
union. 


Will you give me the further privilege 
of making three brief comments on the 
position in which we find ourselves now 
that the negotiations of a Plan of Upion 
are nearing the end? 


A New Church 


1. The church that is envisioned in the 
plan that has been negotiated by the rep- 
resentatives of three churches in good 
faith and Christian comradeship at your 
initial invitation is not one church with 
two smaller churches added to it. Rather 
it is a new church designed to make pos- 
sible a better and more effective instru- 


ment for Jesus Christ than any of the 
uniting bodies. 


Responsibility Towards UPs 


2. I call to your attention that this is 
a three-way union that is contemplated. 
All of us hope and pray that this plan 
may not be the occasion of new division.. 
But we of the two larger churches must 
take care lest we fail in our responsibility 
towards the United Presbyterian Church 
of more than 200,000 members which, 
despite its great past and present vigor, 
needs this union more than either of us 
since it inevitably loses more members to 
our two larger churches than it gains from 
us in this era of shifting population. Our 
responsibility to the United Presbyterians 
must not be forgotten in our natural fears 
and hesitations. 

3. Finally, let me make it very clear 
that neither I nor my church are pleading 
with any one of you to vote for union 
against his conscience or against the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. All we ask is that 
in confidence in God and in your own 
constitutional processes, you be willing 
to allow (by approving the resolutions of 
your permanent committee) that this mat- 
ter shall come to a vote in the manner and 
according to the time schedule our repre- 
sentatives have agreed upon. 

For how many years we have 
been discussing union—and never 
have the presbyteries of either 
church had the opportunity to 
seek God’s will on it and vote con- 
stitutionally their convictions. 


If such a vote is taken, I can assure you 
the continued friendship, understanding 
and full cooperation of the USA church 
with yours, whatever the result of the 
vote of the presbyteries turns out to be. 
Delays beyond those contemplated in the 
resolutions, or mandates to your commit- 
tee which tie their hands in a three-way 
negotiation, or any substantial changes in 
the resolutions your committee is bring- 
ing to you will frustrate us all and set 
back the cause of reunion incalculably. 

My prayer is that the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ may lead all our 
churches in their decisions in this matter. 
I have no fear of the outcome if we all 
seck his will. 

I call to your attention that under the 
united General Assembly the commission 
that will be set up to make the grave ad- 
ministrative decisions that naturally con- 
cern us as much as they do you is a com- 
mission of 50, 25 only to be from former 
members of the USA church, 15 from for- 
mer members of the U. S. Church and 10 
from the former members of the U. P. 
Church. And further, that the plan re- 
quires a three-fourths vote of that com- 
mission before any proposition may be 
brought to the new Assembly. In the 
practically impossible likelihood that all 
the USA and U. P. members agreed on 

Continued on page 15 
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Interpreting the Assembly (2) 











To take up our comments on the recent 
Assembly where we left off last week, it 
may be well to record the fact that history 
was probably made when the Assembly 
closed without a single uncharitable word 
having been spoken about our fellow- 
Christians in the various cooperative 
bodies with which we work. Up until 
the last minute it seemed that another 
record would be broken by a failure to 
have any presbytery ask withdrawal from 
the National Council of Churches, but 
Meridian’s petition just did get under 
the wire. Still, with the unanimous adop- 
tion of the Interchurch Relations report, 
including our important work with our 
brethren in the National and World 
Councils and other bodies, no commis- 
sioner was willing-to break the spirit of 
harmony by injecting the usual kind of 
unfortunate charges which many unin- 
formed or prejudiced people make against 
these noted Christian leaders. 


Date of Meeting. The date of 
the next Assembly looks like a.small and 


unimportant matter but it is not. Unfor- 
tunately, it was juggled about without 
commissioners realizing the reason for 
our standing rule—Thursday after the 
first Sunday in June, though it was ad- 
vanced by a week this year since June 1 
was Monday. After careful study in the 
reorganization program a few years ago, 
this date was deliberately set so as to 
avoid permanently eliminating one group 
from attendance at the Assembly—the 
men afhliated with schools and colleges. 
If the assembly meets during the com- 
mencement season, these men are al- 
ways kept from attending and the As- 
sembly itself suffers by eliminating such 
an able group from its sessions. How- 
ever, when a local request is made, as 
was true this time, somebody is not always 
alert to the situation and a blind vote can 
follow in an effort to be agreeable. The 
only reasons to move the Assembly up a 
weck are (1) to avoid some local confer- 
ences which meet at Montreat which could 
well adjust their own schedules, and (2) 
to. meet nearer the close of the term of 
Montreat College (which closes early) 
and have the college girls wait on the 
tables instead of having this done by the 
young people who come in for summer 
work. Those considerations would not 
seem to justify the elimination of all col- 
lege and university people p/vs ministers 
who preach commencement sermons plus 
a great many trustees, plus parents who 
are involved in graduations. 

Chapel Hill. The case of Orange 
Presbytery and the Chapel Hill church has 
been discussed so much in these columns 
that we should be able to assume that our 
readers are well informed about it. Our 
news columns have reported the recent 
actions and we are, therefore, confining 
our remarks here to some of the implica- 
tions of the actions which have been 
taken. Some of the issues at stake in this 
matter appear to us to be so fundamental 
and so far-reaching that our entire church 
should be aroused. This problem, as we 
see it, must be pod entirely apart 
from any personalities or specific issues 
involved in this mstance and examined, 
instead, in the light of our judicial proc- 
esses. To this end we have asked Thomas 
M. French, Jr., a Grapevine, Texas, at- 
torney who served on the Assembly's 
commission, to write his opinion of the 
situation. His statement is clear and to- 
the-point and will be printed here soon. 
At that time we may have additional edi- 
torial comments. Every member of out 
church who values constitutional processes 
that protect our basic liberties, and this 
should include everybody, ought to be- 
come well informed about the situation. 

R. §. V. Both attackers and defenders 
of the Revised Standard Version of. the 
Bible had overtures before the Assembly 
which sought official endorsement or con- 
demnation of the new volume. This was 
not handled well and it came unneces- 


sarily into a brief debate on the floor of 
the Assembly. No “defenders” of the 
version were adequately prepared to dis- 
cuss the problem and, no doubt, some 
commissioners were left with unfortunate 
impressions of the trustworthiness of the 
RSV. Lewis M. Steele, Nashville com- 
missioner, was exactly right when he made 
the point that the Assembly should not 
take any action on the question and that 
the Board of Christian Education be al- 
lowed to use its own judgment. That has 
been the case before and it should always 
be the policy. A simple motion to mect 
this problem by referring it to the Board 
would doubtless have passed—but no- 
body made such a motion. ; 
Divorce and Remarriage. The 
amendments to the Book of Church Order 
and the Confession of Faith approved by 
the Assembly and referred to the pres- 
byteries for their action in regard to our 


church’s teaching on divorce and remar- , 


riage are of great importance. Dr. 
Thompson's comprehensive treatment of 
this question on pages 4 and 5 of this 
issue leaves little room for additional 
comment here. It is of real significance, 
however, that we see once again how a 
wooden and literal interpretation of 
Scripture can lead us to attitudes and 
practices that the Scriptures themselves 
and a responsive Christian conscience 
cannot support. In how many afeas are 
we the victims of this sort of legalism? 


Publication. One of the daily papers, 
published not far from Montreat, went 
out on one of many willowy limbs when 
it predicted that the independent papers 
published in our church would unite to 
oppose an official publication as proposed. 
That was as uninformed as some of its 
other reports. So ‘far as we were con- 
cerned, we raised a few preliminary ques- 
tions as to the advisability of following 
the recommendations offered, entailing 
rather far-reaching expenditures and 
commitments. The plan as adopted, how- 
ever, seems to us to be an excellent one 
and it is our genuine hope that an attrac- 
tive and useful publication that is de- 
signed basically to promote the church's 
causes can be developed for every-home 
use. 


Montreat College. It is to be hoped 
that the negotiations looking toward the 
development at Montreat of the right sort 
of college will help us come to a solution 
of this problem that everybody can sup- 
port. All of us recognize that we have 
valuable facilities at this location that 
should be used around the calendar. 
These facilities are well adapted to edu- 
cational purposes. We have been stymied 
in the past because we have not had 
enough widespread agreement as to what 
sort of institution Montreat College 
should be. It ought to have been clear, 
but it was not, that we can never have 
an institution there that does not have 
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the hearty approval and support of our 
other por is ype leaders in fhe field of 
education. The institution on the As- 
sembly’s grounds and with Assembly sup- 
port cannot be competitive with institu- 
tions that do not have such support. 
Therefore, it seems to us, the fullest pos- 
sible planning and cooperation—and di- 
rection—by our- educational leaders of 
whatever institution we have there is a 
prerequisite. If we don't have this we 
may look for endless trouble and not much 
of a college. With full cooperation and 
planning we might be able to develop a 
really great institution. 

Christian Relations. The Ewart 
amendment specifying certain areas of 
racial discrimination got what was prob- 
ably an undue amount of newspaper 


headlines, while the positive action of 
the Assembly which asked the churches 
to practice no discrimination suffered 
from oversight. It may be that the Ewart 
resolution has sharpened up a great need 
that our Council on Christian Relations 
can treat during the coming year in such 
a way as to point us to the manner in 
which we can bear a fuller Christian wit- 
ness in this area than we Have yet, as a 
church, said much about. The: long and 
comprehensive Christian Relations report 
for the year deals with a number of im- 
portant, current issues that our people 
should face. It is too fine a survey to lie 
buried in the pages of an annual volume. 
Therefore, we expect to carry it in these 
columns in serial form in coming weeks. 


NO. 4 IN A SERIES ON FOREORDINATION AND FREEDOM 


WHAT DOES OUR CREED SAY? 


(b) Modern Revisions and Explanations 


By KENNETH 


Some revisions and explanatory state- 
ments of the Westminster Standards have 
been made in our times, which have some 
bearing on our problem, but do not solve 
it. 


In 1903 the USA Presbyterian church- 


added to the CF chapter 34 ‘Of the Holy 
Spirit’’ and chapter 35 “‘Of the Love of 
God and Missions.” In 1942 the U.S., 
or Southern, church added essentially the 
same chapters, entitling the second one, 
“Of the Gospel” and inserting the two in 
a more logical place as chapters IX and X. 
The USA church also appended to the en- 
tire Confession, a Declaratory Statement 
on Chapter III and Ch. X.3 (our XII.3). 
In the Plan of Union, doctrinal section, 
the Confession is presented in the revised 
form, with the USA titles and chapter 
numbers, and the Declaratory Statement 
just mentioned is retained. 

(U.S.,.USA and United ‘Presbyterian 
churches have each also within the twen- 
tieth century published “statements” of 
faith which have been for some time 
printed with the Confession, and are all 
three included in the Plan of Union. 
Their official status is dubious, however. 
The U.S. statement, for example, is pre- 
fixed by a note saying it is neither supple- 
ment nor amendment to the CF, nor a 
substitute for it; yet it is presented as a 
statement of belief. What this means is 
hard to say. This article is concerned only 
with the revisions that the church has 
had the courage to incorporate in the 
Creed itself.) 


In GENERAL, the new chapters lay 
greater emphasis on human freedom, and 
endeavor to repudiate the idea that the 
sinner’s fate is fixed beforehand. Chapter 
JULY 13, 1953 
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IX says God is ever willing to give the 
Holy Spirit to all who ask him. The Holy 
Spirit “urges [the gospel’s] message upon 
the reason and conscience of men, so that 
they who reject its merciful offer are not 
only without excuse, but are also guilty of 
resisting the Holy Spirit.” This hardly 
makes sense unless men are free to accept 
or to reject God's offer. The chapter “Of 
the Gospel,” says that God does “freely 
offer this salvation to all men” ; that in the 
gospel ‘God declares his love for the 
world and his desire that all men should 
be saved . . . promises eternal life to all 
who truly repent and believe in Christ; 
invites and commands all to embrace the 


offered mercy; and by his Spirit accom-. 


panying the Word pleads with men to 
accept his gracious invitation.”” . No be- 
liever in man’s freedom could ask for,a 
clearer statement. 
different tone from the hard-statements of 
Chapter III. 

The Declaratory Statement refers speci- 
fically to chap. III and says: 

“The doctrine of God's eternal decree is 
held in harmony with the doctrine of His 
love to all-mankind, his gift of his Son to 
be the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world. . . . Concerning those who: perish, 
the doctrine of God's eternal decree is held 
in harmony with the doctrine that .. . 
his decree hinders no man from accepting 
that offer; and that no man is condemned 
except on the ground of his sin.” 

These revisions and explanations do not 
by any means solve the problem, however ; 
for the revisers, to this day, have never yet 
eliminated anything from Chapter III. 
That chapter is left to stand as grim as 
ever. By what logic it is said to be “in 
harmony with” the doctrine as given in 
the Declaratory Statement, or with the 


This is in quite a, 


clear statements of chapters IX and X, 
this writer has never been able to see. 
How it can be affirmed, in the same creed, 
by the same persons, on the one hand that 
every person destined. for salvation or 
damnation is ‘‘particularly [individually, 
personally] and unchangeably designed” 
[intended, designated]—that the number 
‘is already so eternally fixed that not one 
name can be added or subtracted from 
either list—and also on the other hand 
the declaration made that God desires that 
all men should be saved, urges the mes- 
sage on reason and conscience, pleads with 
men to accept and holds them responsible 
for, rejection—this is irideed a puzzle. 


Proposep solutions of the basic prob- 
lem will come up in later installments. 
For the present, some various conclusions 
about what the Presbyterian creed is meant 
to teach, may be passed on to the reader 
for what they may be worth. 

(1) One Presbyterian professor of 
theology (not in the U.S. church) has 
been reported as saying that since the 
union of Cumberland and USA Presby- 
terians, Arminianism is just as orthodox 
as Calvinism, if not more so. (2) The 
Opposite view prevails, in some quarters: 
that chapter III of the Confession, unre- 
vised: and uninterpreted, is still. the 
standard of orthodoxy and that all other 
statements, whatever they seem to teach, 
must be taken in the clear light of chapter 
III with its uncompromising stress on the 
decree of God that renders all things cer- 
tain, including the destruction of every 
sinner. (3) There are those who hold that 
the church must highlight both sides of 


_the dilemma; that in the 1648 creed the 


stress was all on foreordination, and that 
we have now rectified this by: laying a 
fresh emphasis on freedom; that we have 
thus righted the balance by making 
equally strong (whether or not compati- 
ble) statements on both sides. (4) Others 
attempt to soften the harshness of chapter 
III by denying that’it represents the mind 
of the living church—thus chapter III 
would represent what the church of 1648 
believed, chapter X what is believed today. 


Ir IS A FACT that in 1938-1939 there 
was sent to the U.S. presbyteries a list of 
proposed revisions, including the elimina- 
tion of sections III.3 and III.4. In order 
to eliminate those sections constitutionally, 
66 out of 87 presbyteries would have had 
to vote to do so. Only 63 and 64 presby- 
teries voted to drop those sections; and 
they have been retained, therefore, by a 
minority of less than one-third of all the 
presbyteries. That is, more than two- 
thirds of our presbyteries, as of 1939, 
simply do not believe that sections 3 and 
4 of chapter III should be in the Creed. 
(Incidentally, this shows an interesting 
point. If these paragraphs had been pro- 
posed, as new doctrine, they would have 
met with a resounding NO.) 
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However, as the reader can find out for 
himself, it does not make any difference 
whatever whether these paragraphs are in 
or out of chapter III. They are logical 
inferences from other statements thcre, 
such as the strict statement of foreordina- 
tion of all things, and the denial that any 
but the elect can be saved (16). So we 
are left with the difficulty in chapter III.1 
itself which was noted in the article before 
this. We are left also with the alleged 
“harmony” between this chapter and the 
new chapters and the Declaratory State- 
ment, as noted above 

If a Presbyterian finds this problem of 
foreordination and freedom difficult and 
painful, and if his Creed does not furnish 
him with a way out, it at least consoles 
him with the evidence that the same difh- 
culty has baffled wiser men than he. Fur- 
thermore, there is no use in looking for 
some other creed that does solve the whole 
problem. There is no such creed. And 
ours, to its great credit, docs: not dodge 
the question, but more than any other 
highlights it, steadfastly refusing to make 
the dilemma seem any simpler than it ts. 


CHURCH NEWS 


Joint Synods See 
Strong Union Trend 


Nor UNITY for unity’s sake, but 
unity for the sake of mission,’ was the 
note sounded by John A. Mackey, Pres- 
byterian, USA, Moderator at the joint 
meeting of the U. S. Synod of Tennessee 
and the USA Synod of Mid-South. The 
meeting was held at Maryville College in 
late June. Labeling his address “a preface 
to the Plan of Union” or “a statement 
of the things we hold in common,” Dr. 
Mackay cited the common Presbyterian 
symbol of the flaming heart held in the 
outstretched hand. He also stressed the 
fact that we give the same answer to the 
most basic of all questions (What is the 
chief end of man?), and that we seek the 
welfare of the greatest of all communi- 
tics—the Christian church. In an appeal 
for union, Dr. Mackay called upon his 
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hearers “to close the ranks so that God 
may use us all together.” 

No opposition to the idea of union was 
encountered in the joint meeting in Mary- 


ville. Following a discussion of the 
movement by three leaders from U. S. 
and USA churches, the floor was opened 
for comments from any who may oppose 
union but there was no comment hos 
cither synod. Thomas K. Young, Ken- 
neth J. Foreman and Mrs. Andrew Dale 
were the U.S. speakers. Ralph W. Lloyd, 
Maryville president, was host and one of 
the leaders in the discussion in view of his 
chairmanship of the USA commission on 
union. 

Ernest Trice Thompson, Richmond, 
Va., gave the daily Bible studies for the 
joint synods and the USA synodical and 
Westminster Fellowship. 


“Edifice Complex” 

John T. Peters, USA secretary for Stew- 
ardship and Promotion for the Assembly, 
warned that Presbyterians may be getting 
an “edifice complex." He said although 
he favors nice sanctuaries, “we must not 
lose sight of our real task by getting lost 
in gigantic and expensive building pro- 
grams.” 

“Untold millions of dollars are being 
spent on beautiful, cathedral-like churches 
throughout the nation,” he said. “We 
Presbyterians need to let the church ful- 
fill the redeeming purposes of God—that 
is our task and we must not lose sight 
of it.” 

He also gave a unity emphasis when he 
said, “I believe that when we Presby- 
terians realize we have a tremendous mis- 
sion, our denominations will unite. They 
will have to, for the task is too great to 
go along successfully single-handedly.” 

Albert E. Dimmock, Pulaski, Tenn., 
pastor, succeeded Walter R. Courtenay 
as moderator of the U. S. Synod of Ten- 
nessec. George T. Hubbard, Decatur, 
Ala., was named moderator of the USA 
Synod of Mid-South. 

While no joint meeting is planned for 
next year, both synods expressed the de- 
sire for joint meetings in the future and 
committees were named to make plans 
for closer cooperation and fellowship. 

Among the significant actions was ap- 
proval of the simultaneous evangelistic 
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effort by the Synod of Tennessee next 
March 3-April 4. Ministerial leadership 
will be exchanged east and‘ west for two 
periods, with the effort made in Nashville 
and Columbia Presbyteries March 3-12 
and in Memphis Presbytery March 26- 
April 4. 
RALPH M. LLEWELLYN. 

Murfreesboro. 


“PLAIN FACTS” 


L EADERS of 29 Protestant and Ortho- 
dox denominations in this country have 
joined in issuing a statement called Plain 
Facts about the National Council of 
Churches,* to answer ‘‘misrepresenta- 
tions” which “have been circulated by 
propagandists who are either uninformed 
or have their special ‘axes to grind.’ ” 
Signers of the statement are usually the 
chief officials of the churches. No Pres- 
byterian, U. S., signature appears but a 
conspicuous statement appears following 
the 29 signatures, signed by James A. 
Jones as chairman of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Council, and reported as 
the Council's action. The statement says: 


“First of all, the General Council would say 
that it is convinced that all accusations made 
against the National Council implying that it is 
‘Red’ and ‘subversive’ are without any founda- 
tion whatsoever. 

“Without wishing to appear to tell anyone 
who wishes to sign such a statement what he 
should do, the General Council feels that such 
a pamphlet as is proposed will not accomplish 
the purposes that it seeks. It is the judgment 
of the Council that it dignifies out of all pro- 
portion the criticisms which have been directed 
against it. These critics, in our judgment, 
would like nothing more than to have such pub- 
licity as this pamphlet would create. 

“Therefore, it is recommended that the Gen- 
eral Council instruct the secretary not to sign 
the foreword as requested, and that the reason 
therefor be communicated.” 

* Up to 25 copies, free; Centl. Dept. of Pub- 


lication and Distribution, 120 E. 23rd St., 
NYC 10. 
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TWENTY-THREE CHINESE 
CHRISTIAN HYMNS 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Berore we conclude these articles 
dealing with the playing of hymns I want 
to help spread the news about a splendid 
collection of Chinese Christian hymns 
which has just come from the press. 

When Dr. Frank W. Price, our newly- 
elected Assembly's Moderator, was placed 
under house detention by the Communists 
in Shanghai, he spent a good bit of time 
translating some magnificent Chinese 
Christian hymns into the English lan- 
guage. Twenty-three of these translations, 
with music, have just appeared in a little 
booklet of two-dozen pages. These little 
hymnals may be secured (10¢ a copy) 
from the Educational Department, Board 
of World Missions, Presbyterian Church 
in U. S., Box 330, Nashville, Tenn., or 
from the Montreat, N. C., office of this 
department. 

Dr. Price found the originals of these 
translated hymns in the Chinese Hymns 
of Universal Praise. In the preface of 
this new booklet Dr. Price writes concern- 
ing this Chinese hymnal as follows: 


"Hymus of Universal Praise, the Chinese 
hymn book from which these 23 hymns are 
selected and translated, was a cooperative 
project sponsored by six major church 
bodies in China and first published in 1936. 
Since that time nearly half a million copies 
have been sold. 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 





The summer's itinerary of the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Assembly's Moderator, 
Frank W. Price, includes the following: 

July 5, Chinese Christian Student Con- 
ference, Spring Valley, N. Y. 

July 6-18, Missionary .Training Con- 
ference (interdenominational, for out-go- 
ing missionaries) Alleghany College, 
Meadville, Pa. 

July 20-Aug. 11, Montreat, N. C., for 
four conferences: Young people's leader- 
ship, missionary training school, world 
missions, church extension. 

Aug. 12, Snedecor Region Negro wom- 
en's conference, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Aug. 31, New Monmouth church, RFD 
1, Lexington, Va., where he is to become 
pastor. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
——— Funsilure 





“The editor of the words was the late 
Timothy Ting-fang Lew and of the music 
Bliss Wiant and Ernest Yang... . 

“In this great hymn book are more than 
four hundred of the best hymns of our 
western Christian heritage translated into 
beautiful Chinese, sixty-two hymns written 
by Chinese Christians, and seventy-two 
tunes that are Chinese in origin or com- 
position. Confucian chants and old Chi- 
nese folk melodies have been captured for 
Christ as was the music of Bach, Beethoven, 
and Handel. No hymnal is so indigenous 
and yet so ecumenical.” 

Dr. Price has intimate knowledge of 
Christianity in China. He has spoken the 
Chinese language since childhood. He not 
only sings hymns but he plays the piano. 
Because of these facts Dr. Price was 
uniquely qualified to render into English 
the exact meaning and spirit of the origi- 
nal text. 

I would like to call especial attention 
to several hymns. The first hymn in the 
book Jesus merciful by Dr. T. C. Chao 
can be easily learned by any congregation. 
Praise our Father for this Sunday, (No. 4) 


1 .u.p. 41) 





set to an old Buddhist chant, and Fount of 
love, our Savior God (No. 16) set to an 
ancient Chinese verse tune are both excep- 
tionally fine and are likely to become 
favorites in many churches. Incidentally 
these two Chinese hymns, with earlier 
translations, were selected some years ago 
for inclusion in the polyglot hymnal 
Cantate Domino which is used by most 
ecumenical gatherings of a world-wide 
nature. Dr. Lew’s communion hymn has 
been translated by Dr. Price as, O Bread 
of Life, for all men broken (No. 5). This 
hymn, with another translation, was in- 
cluded in the popular British Broadcasting 
Company Hymn Book. 

Many ministers, musicians, world mis- 
sion chairmen, and other laymen will want 
to secure a copy of Dr. Price's translations. 
These hymnals in sufficient quantity could 
be used in connection with a mission 
study project or for a youth group hymn 
study or even for a hymn service attended 
by the whole congregation. With the choir 
first singing the tunes, a congregation 
can willingly tackle and learn any of these 
fine hymns. 

Dr. Price concludes his preface with this 
paragraph: 

“A ‘younger church’ which has produced 


such a hymn book including its own poetry , 


and music will not die. The singing of 
these hymns even in their translation is an- 
other spiritual bond with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ from whom we are physi- 
cally separated "’ 


JESUS MERCIFUL 









































T. C. Cho "Hubbard " Chinese Traditional Melody 
Tr. by Frank W. Price 5.5.5.5, ; 
= — =| 
ad i 
| 
1, Je- sus Mer- ci- ful, Je- sus pit- y-. ing, 
2, Je- sus val- o- rous, Je- sus wise and god, 
3. Je=- sus, Bro- ther Man, Je-. sus, Friend who knows, . 
4. Je- sus, ho- ly Lord, Je- sus, Mas-ter true, 
a  & 
ae ee ee mee 
4 T T = t +t _ t ee | 
Le ~~ ee ‘ms ia bos rs v" i + i me | 































Melt my sto- ny heart, 
Save me by Thy  bloai, 
Shar-ing all my load, 






Canm- fort to -m bring. 
Feed me with Thy food. 
Bear-ing all my woes. 

















Re- in-spire m now, Thy great work to do. A— men 
‘ Qe ‘ 
i Tiociicniins i i. 4 
|T T : Ls tec | T i T 
Copyrignt. Used by permission 
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GROWING IN CHRISTLIKENESS 


O F all the early followers of Jesus none 
labored so mightily for the extension of 
the church as did Paul. Most of his letters 
were written in the heat of conflict, to 
correct some evil, or to guard against some 
danger in the churches which he had 
founded. But toward the end of his life 
he was imprisoned in Rome, and there, 
freed for the moment from the active toil 
of a missionary, he penned his letter to 
the Ephesians in which he shares with 
them (and with us) his glorious vision of 
the church. 

In this epistle Paul tells us that God's 
great purpose for the universe is that all 
things in heaven and all things on earth 
might be united ultimately in Christ 
(1:9-10) and that this plan is to be 
progressively realized in and manifested 
to the world by the church. In other 
words, the church is not only to proclaim 
the gospel from its pulpit, but also to be 
a society in which men shall live as sons 
of their heavenly Father and as brothers 
one of another. In the light of this pur- 
pose, Paul speaks in Ephesians 4-6 of the 
present duty of the church. 


Maintain the Unity of the Spirit 

First and basic to all else, we must seck 
“to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” The verb endeavor 
(KJV) or be eager (RSV) suggests in 
the Greek a blazing zeal for the cause of 
unity among all followers of Christ. The 
verb “keep” (KJV) or “maintain” 
(RSV) means “to keep guard over.” It 
conveys the thought of a vigilant care not 
only to avoid troubling the unity of the 
Spirit ourselves, but also to resolve difh- 
culties and dissensions which threaten 
from any source” (Interpreter’s Bible). 

Says R. W. Dale: 

“When the Apostle wrote this Epistle 
there were societies of Christians—churches 
—in Rome, in Corinth, in Thessalonica 
(and elsewhere). They stood apart from 
éach other, every. separate church had au- 
thority over its own affairs, maintained its 
own discipline, elected its own (officers), 
organized its own worship. As yet there 
was no confederation of these independent 
societies under any central ecclesiastical 
authority. Their unity was not constituted 
by an external organization but by their 
common possession of the Spirit of God, 
and is therefore called by the apostle, ‘the 
unity of the Spirit.’ ” 

The unity of which Paul writes is, there- 
fore, the unity created by the Spirit. It 
cannot be identified with what we call 
“organic union,” but at the same time 
spiritual unity cannot be contrasted with 
corporate unity, as though it might be 
acceptable as a substitute for it. As D. 
Armitage Robinson has said, “The notion 
that there could be several ‘bodies’ (or 
JULY 13, 1953 . 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson July 26, 1953 
Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16 


denominations) with a ‘unity of spirit’ is 
entirely alien to Paul.” That is made 
plain in the context itself. The unity of 
which Paul speaks is a unity, as the earlier 
chapters have made clear, which binds 
together men and women of every race 
and of all strata of society, which is a wit- 


‘ness to the world of the destined unity of 


mankind in Christ. Any unity which falls 
short of that goal is not the unity of which 
Paul speaks. 

If we are to maintain this unity certain 
traits of character are absolutely necessary: 
(1) lowliness, i.e., an humble, medest 
opinion of one’s self and of one’s views; 
(2) meekness, that is, mildness and self- 
restraint, the opposite of rudeness and 
self-assertion; (3) patience as it is in the 
RSV, or long-suffering, as it is in the 
KJV—"the word implies not merely 
patient endurance in the face of provoca- 
tion, but a refusal to give up hope for 
improvement in the disturbed relation- 
ship’; and (4) forbearance. 

Says Dale: 

“Our Christian brethren will sometimes 
treat us unjustly. They will judge us 


ignorantly and ungenerously. They will 
say harsh things about us. They will be 
inconsiderate and discourteous. They will 
be willful, wayward, selfish. They will 


make us suffer from their arrogance, their 
ambition, their impatience, their stolid per- 
versity. All this we have to anticipate. 
Christ bears with their imperfections and 
their sins; we too have to exercise for- 
bearance.”’ 

(5) Finally, there must be love. Here, 
as elsewhere in this epistle, love is intro- 
duced as the climax, the comprehensive 
virtue of the Christian life, which includes 
all the rest. This passage indicates very 
clearly that divisions in the church, self- 
willed separatism, schism are often the 
result of a lack of charity, a sin against the 
unity of the spirit in the interests of pride, 
impatience and self-will. 

Why should we be so concerned to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace? 

First, because, as Paul has just indi- 
cated, it is God’s eternal purpose to unite 
all things in Christ, and because this pur- 
pose is to be progressively realized in and 
manifested through the church. As John 
A. Mackay comments in his recent book, 
God's Order: The Ephesian Letter and 
this Present Time: 


“The church is the universal community 
designed by God to transcend and embrace 
all differences of race, station and sex that 


divide mankind. It constitutes the pattern 
for all true humanity, so that the surest 
way to achieve human harmony in the 
secular order is to extend the bounds of 
the Christian community throughout the 
world. For it is in the measure in which 
men are reconciled to God, practice the 
worship of God, seek the Kingdom of God 
and live with one another in peace as 
Christian brethren, that society shall be 
influenced, directly and indirectly, to seek 
peace and concord.” 


This is the truth to which Paul refers 
in his opening verse, “I, therefore, a 
prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called.” As members of the 
church, we are called to play our part in 
carrying out God's purpose to unite all 
things in Christ, and to realize and mani- 
fest that unity in the church. We are not 
faithful to that call unless we do have a 
burning zeal to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace. 

But there is an additional reason, grow- 
ing out of our Christian experience. There 
is, says Paul, one body, i.e., one fellow- 
ship of believers who together form the 
mystical body of Christ. If that fellow- 
ship is marred, the body is weakened, and 
Christ's will cannot be adequately carried 
out. There is one Spirit, the Holy Spirit, 
from whom all Christians, whether they 
be Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists or 
Friends, derive their strength. And there 
is one hope. 

George Whitfield was preaching once 
from the balcony of the courthouse in 
Philadelphia. He cried out suddenly: 
“Father Abraham, whom have you in 
heaven? Any Episcopalians? ‘No!’ - Any 
Presbyterians? ‘No!’ Have you any Inde- 
pendents or Seceders? ‘No!’ Have you 
any Methodists?’ ‘No, no, no!" Whom 
have you there? ‘We don’t know those 
names here. All who are here are Chris- 
tians, believers in Christ, men who have 
been washed clean in the blood of the 
Lamb.: Oh, is this the case?” concluded 
Whitefield. “Then God help me, God 
help us all, to forget party names, and to 
become Christians in deed and truth.” 


There is one Lord, to whom all Chris- 
tians owe allegiance; one faith—not a 
common creed, for the great creeds.of the 
church had not then been produced, but 
a common trust in Christ for our salva- 
tion; and one spiritual — whatever 
be its outward form; and one God who 
is above all—his will is absolute, and 
through all—it is his life which penetrates 
the whole body of Christ, and in all—he 
dwells in all who own the name of Christ. 

Paul urged the Ephesians to make every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit. 
He would urge us today, I think, to lent 
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every effort to recover that unity, to re- 
veal that essential unity which does persist 
in spite of our outward divisions, that the 
church might function efficiently as the 
body of Christ, and that it might witness 
clearly to the world that it alone has that 
secret of human brotherhood, which must 
be achieved if our civilization is to endure. 


Grow Up—into Christ, 4:7, 11-16 

But that is not all. To be worthy of 
their calling, Christians must not only en- 
deavor to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, they must also 
“grow up in every way. . . into Christ” 
(4:15). 

We all grow physically, until we have 
reached maturity. We all grow mentally, 
to a degree. But not all of us attain 
intellectual or emotional maturity, as Dr. 
Harry Overstreet has made so abundantly 
clear in The Mature Mind. And not all 
of us attain spiritual maturity. Too many 
of us have the same views about God, 
about prayer, about the Christian life, 
about people who are different from us 


that we had when we were children, We 
may have grown in other ways, but we 
have not grown in Christlikeness. Paul 
urges us to advance ‘to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ . . . to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head.” 


Paul is not writing merely to the indi- 
vidual Christian, he is writing to the 
church in Ephesus, to the church which 
is the body of Christ. Perhaps he means 
to suggest that maturity is a social process ; 
we cannot reach spiritual maturity alone; 
inevitably we sree others and in- 
evitably they influence us. 


We have not come to mature manhood, 
Paul indicates, “until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith.” He does not mean 
here that we must all have the same be- 
liefs, in the same particulars, but that we 
must have that unity which faith in Christ 
demands. Christians who cannot live in 
harmony with their fellow-Christians are 
immature. In similar fashion Paul refers 
to “the unity of the knowledge of the 
Son of God.” He is speaking of the unity 
to which we are led by a true knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. We think here of our 
Lord's prayer, ‘that they may all be one 
. . . that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me” (Jn. 17:21). 


We have not come to mature manhood, 
Paul yoes on to indicate, until we have 
attained—as individuals, as a congrega- 
tion, as a denomination—“‘to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
That would mean, I presume, until we 
have come to share the mind of Christ, to 
exhibit the character of Christ, and to do 
the will of Christ. That goal will always 
elude us, will continue to advance as we 
advance, but if we are mature we shalf not 
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be swept away from our moorings by 
novel doctrines, or misled by smooth de- 
ceivers, and we shall continue to grow up 
in every way—including both faith and 
practice—into him who is the head. 


How can we achieve this maturity, as 
individuals, as congregations, as denom- 
inations ? 

Paul reminds us at the outset that 
“grace was given to each of us according 
to the measure of Christ’s gift” (4:7). 
Christ has distributed his gifts, in other 
words, so that every believer is fitted to 
make his own peculiar contribution to the 
welfare of the whole, and so that each of 
us, in turn, is dependent on the gifts of 
others. 


Some, he proceeds to point out (4:11- 
12), have received gifts of leadership in 
the church. In Paul's day these were 
preeminently the apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers. Apostles were 
those especially commissioned by Christ 
to found his church; prophets, those en- 
abled to proclaim God's will for man; 
evangelists, those who reached the uncon- 
verted with the message of Christ ; pastors, 
those who ministered to the spiritual 
needs of men; teachers, those able to in- 
struct others in the Christian faith. Suc- 
cessors of these men are laboring in every 
branch of the church today. 


Christ has given apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers their 
gifts, says Paul, “for the equipment of 
the saints. .. ..". We need to recall here 
that Paul never uses the word saint as the 
word is commonly used today to indicate 
a man who is marked by the unusual 
sanctity of his life. He is referring to all 
church members, to all who have heard 
and responded to the call of Christ. 


Christ has given such leaders their gifts, 
says Paul, ‘for the equipment of the 
saints, for the work of ministry, for build- 
ing up the body of Christ.’’ Unfortunately, 
neither the KJV nor the RSV brings out 
the proper relationship of these three 
clauses. They suggest that church leaders 
have a three-fold task; while really it is a 
single task to which Paul here refers. 
Goodspeed brings this out in his Ameri- 
can Translation: Christ “has given us 
some men as apostles, some as prophets, 
some as missionaries, some as pastors and 
teachers, in order to fit his people for the 
work of service.” And the end of this 
service is the edifying, or better, as trans- 
lated by the RSV, the “building up the 
body of Christ until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the fullness of Christ.” 


Two practical consequences follow: 
first, if we are to grow in the Christian 
life we must attend the ministrations of 
the church. Paul says God has given 





apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers to the church for the perfecting 
of the saints, that is, the members of the 
church. These ministrations are necessary 
if the members of the church are to be 
perfected in their Christian lives. The 
best Christian life cannot be developed in 
isolation. It is difficult for the Christian 
to maintain the joy, the fervor, of the 
Christian life, if he remains away from 
the church. Does the church service build 
up our Christian life as it should? If not, 
why not? The minister may be partly to 
blame. He is probably not the best 
preacher in the world and would be the 
first to admit it. But are we sure that it 
is not chiefly our own fault? In what 
mood do we come to the church? Do we 
really seek God's blessing? Do we wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth? What is 
necessary on the worshipper’s part if the 
service is to help as it should? 


Second, if we are to grow in our Chris- 
tian lives, we must serve the church. Paul 
says the saints (i.e., the church members) 
are to be perfected unto the work of 
ministering, that is, unto the building up 
of the body of Christ. Of course, different 
members are called upon to render dif- 
ferent services. Some are called to preach, 
some to sing, some to give largely of their 
means, some to work with boys, some to 
do personal work. But such suggestions 
do not exhaust the various services that 
men are called upon to render. Some men 
are ‘called upon to carry Christian prin- 
ciples into the industrial life, into the 
social life, into the service of the govern- 
ment; some are called upon to build a 
Christian home, to minister to the sick or 
needy. The possibilities are infinite. Each 
of us has his own task, his own responsi- 
bility, his own vocation. All of us are 
expected, in one way or another, in our 
particular sphere, with our particular gifts, 
to do our part in carrying forward .the 
work of the church, in helping to unite 
all things in Christ. 


The closing figure is a little compli- 
cated but its meaning is plain. It is the 
picture of a body (the church) with its 
various parts, each with its own function, 
all working harmoniously together (in 
love) for the welfare of the whole, and 
drawing its nourishment, its strength, 
from Jesus. That is Paul's great ideal for 
the church, in the light of God's eternal 
purpose to unite all things in Christ. 


‘Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. . . . Grow up in every way 
into Christ.’’ That was Paul’s word to the 
church in Ephesus. We can be sure that 
it would be his word to us today. Only so 
can God's purpose for the unity of all 
things in Christ be realized in and mani- 
fested to the world by the church. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
he Division of Education, National Council of Churches 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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Continued from page 7 

anything as against all of the U. S. "mem- 
bers on the commission, such a proposi- 
tion would lack by three the number of 
votes to pass it on to the Assembly. 

Furthermore you should know that on 
most moot questions the desires of the 
U. S. Church will find large measures of 
agreement among the members of the 
USA church. For example, the fear of 
over-centralization. Let me read the care- 
fully worded statement of principle voted 
for by our church representatives, as by 
yours, as the principles to govern the com- 
mission in its work of setting up organiza- 
tion of the new church: 


“To make recommendations with a view 
to securing the most effective integration, 
promotion, and administration of the work 
of the church having regard in so doing 
1o those factors, cultural, historical, indus- 
trial, geographical, and democratic in char- 
acter, which it would be wise to consider 
in determining the boundaries of the pres- 
byteries and synods of the united church. 
In these judicatories when constituted, the 
boards and agencies would, in the interest 
of unity, efficiency, and economy, present 
a united program of evangelism, education, 
missionary activity, and bénevolences. The 
aim of such procedure would be to provide 
such decentralization of administration as 
would encourage responsibility within pres- 
byteries, synods and regions for initiating 
new work, for establishing budgets, and in 
general for undergirding the total program 
to the end that the entire constituency shall 
be served and each unit made to feel its 
vital relation to the whole church.” (C.D. 
5, b rev.) 


What an opportunity under that kind 
of direction to create a better church 
structure than any of us now have! 


BOOK NOTES 


THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH 
TO CULTURE. By Emile Caillet. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, New 
York, 1953. 288 pp., $3.75. 


If the number of books on the subject 
is any criterion there is a marked growth 
of interest in the relation of religion to 
culture, both in this country and in Eu- 
rope. Professor Caillet of Princeton Theo- 
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logical Seminary makes a scholarly contri- 
bution to the field in this volume. He calls 
it ‘‘a view of cultural manifestations with 
Christian eyes” and his approach a ‘‘con- 
versation with culture."’ Actually, his pre- 
suppositions and language are so strongly 
theological that it is difficult to imagine 
a very lively conversation with non-theo- 


.logical minds on the question. 


Professor Caillet believes that the Re- 
formed faith has failed to provide a 
leadership for culture but that it should 
do so. The western world today, he says, 
is without radiance; the eastern world has 
a false radiance. Modern culture lacks 
guidance and integration under God, 


which only a well-established theology - 


could give. 

The book, written in class-room lecture 
style, is not easy reading. It is full of rich 
nuggets of thought yet often the line of 
thought is hard to follow. The author 
writes for the advanced student of re- 
ligious and culture rather than for the 
popular reader. 

On page 217 and elsewhere Gen. 4:7 
is misquoted as that which “crouches at 
the door.”’ It should be “couches.” 

FRANK W. PRICE 
Richmond, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


W. B. Guerrant, who recently re- 
signed as president of Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas, will become nr 
of Bible at Hampden-Sydney College in 
Virginia in September. 

‘Richard A. Braun, pastor at Crowley, 
La., for the past five years, will become 
astor of the First Church, Port Arthur, 

exas, Sept. 1. 


Charles M. Ramsay, assistant profes- 
sor of Bible at Greensboro (N. C.) Col- 
lege, has become part-time assistant pastor 
of the Church of the Covenant in Greens- 
boro-and Mrs. Ramsay (the former Hilda 
Yvonne Talton) has succeeded Dorothy 
Boardman, recently resigned, as student 
worker. ; 

Andrew A. Allen, formerly of Green- 
ville, S$. C., has begun his new work as 

astor of the Amay James church, Char- 
otte, N. C. Address 2015 Patton Ave. 

John Morrison is now at Montreat, 
N.C. After Aug. 7 his address will be 
APCM, Luebo, Belgian Congo. 

Thomas W. Heald from Coreseetity. 
Wash., to 1332 98th Ave., Oakland 3, 
Calif. 

J. E. Fisher from Clearwater, Fla., to 
Box 213, Safety Harbor, Fla. 

R. D. Daffin, Jr., was honorably re- 
tired by St. Johns Presbytery June 30, after 
48 years of service, 25 of which were in 
the West Brazil Mission. His address 
is 616 Williams Ave., Old Orchard, 
Panama City, Fla. 

John B. Pridgen, Jr., from Perry, Ga., 
to First church, Statesboro, Ga. 

J. A. Christian is temporarily at 1612 
Bainbridge Blvd., S. Norfolk, Va. 

Vernon A. Crawford from APCM, 
Luluabourg, Belgian Congo, to Staley Apt. 
No. 8, Franklin St., Bristol, Tenn. 

Noel P. Wilkinson, Itasca, Texas, has 
becomie pastor of the Harlandale church, 
1630 Pleasanton Road, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

James M. Terrell from Calhoun, Ga., 
to First church, Piedmont, Ala., 310 
Riddle Ave. 

‘Jean Moling from Third church, Rich- 
mond, Va., to First church, High Point, 
N. C., Aug. 1. 
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ARTICLES 


Two articles in the August issue of 
The .Chaplain ate by Presbyterian min- 
isters: ‘Pastoral Psychology and Counsel- 
ing,” Wm. B. Oglesby, Jr., Union Semi- 
nary in Va. faculty; and “Recent Arche- 
ological Discoveries,” Carl G. Howie, 
Sherwood (USA) church, Washington, 
D.C. 


CHAPLAINS’ SERMONS 


First prize in a chaplains’ sermon con- 
test sponsored by The Chaplain magazine 
went to Robt. E. Hargis, American Bap- 
tist. Second prize was won by Geo. S. 
Wilson, Salem, Ohio, and third by John 
E. Burkhart, Riverside, Calif., both Pres- 
byterian, USA. An honorable mention 
went to Kenneth W. McCracken, Eustis, 
Fla., also Presbyterian, USA. 


LOUISVILLE DEGREES 


Master of Theology degrees were 
granted at the recent Louisville Seminary 
commencement to the following: C. Thos. 
Baker, Jr., Nashville, Tenn.; Ralph J. 
Cottier, Kansas City, Mo. ; Edwin P. El- 
liott, Central City, Ky.; Kenneth J. 
Foreman, Jr., Louisville; Robt. G. 
Freytag, Mercer, Pa.; Russell §. Hutch- 
ison, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Milton H. Knox, 
Waxahachie, Texas; Leland W. Kuns, 
Beloit, Wis. 


ORTHODOX SPEAKER 


John R. Richardson, pastor of West- 
minster church, Atlanta, Ga., was the 
commencement speaker at Westminster 
Seminary of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church. 
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